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I venture to call riding a high horse. The officials will have to
come down from their pedestal of seclusion and exclusion, and
mix and think with the common folk, if they wish to become their
servants and friends. The Chief Commissioner would have done
better if he had said that whilst hardships were inevitable in the
initial stages, the authorities were doing their best to isolate the
political prisoners and were giving them better treatment. This
would have been a becoming and truthful statement. For, whe-
ther it is true of the Delhi Jail or not, I thankfully admit that in
Agra, for instance, things have considerably improved. A large
number of political prisoners from different places have been con-
centrated there, and are being humanely treated* The question
of larger humanity still remains. The usual offenders are equally
entitled to clean, sufficient clothing, clean and sufficient food and
decent sanitary accommodation ensuring privacy. All these
were lacking when Mahadev Desai was treated as an ordinary
prisoner. It is not much comfort to find that he and his companions
are now treated well. It was a bad use the UJP. Government
made of his generous nature to have published the certificate of
good treatment he issued when he began to be specially treated.
I abide by every word that I published in Young India (5th Janu-
ary) of the inhumanity of treatment on his admission to the Naini
Jail.

Young India, 26-1-1922

104.   FRAUGHT WITH DANGER
Jhajjar is a tahsil town in the Rohtak district with a population of
about 11,000. It has got a municipality with 4 nominated and 8 elected
members. The President is elected. Yet the Municipality was not sympa-
thetic towards popular activities. Therefore, the local Congress workers,
rightly or wrongly, issued a notice upon the Municipality without any
permission from the District Congress Committee, that if it did not make
itself popular within 15th to 22nd January> the Congress Committee would
take possession of the Town Hall. The Municipality ignored this notice
altogether. On the other hand, the local leading worker, Pandit Sri Ram,
was charged under Section 107, and sent to prison for a year by the D.C.
on the 15th January, the first day of the allotted period. The Pandit un-
veiled a portrait of the Lokamanya1 in the Town Hall on that day, for
l Bal Gangadhar Tilak